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Some Libertarian Ideas about Human Social Life
Abstract: The central thesis of my article is that people live a life worthy of a
human being only as self-ruling members of some autarchic (or self-governing)
communities. On the one hand, nobody is born as a self-ruling individual, and on
the other hand, everybody can become such a person by observing progressively
the non-aggression principle and, ipso facto, by behaving as a moral being. A
self-ruling person has no interest in controlling her neighbors, but in mastering
his own impulses, needs, wishes, desires, behaviors, etc. Inasmuch as he is an
imperfect being who lives in an imperfect world, he needs to share certain
interests, beliefs, values, customs and other characteristics with other people, i.e.
to be involved in some communities. Depending on the following four criteria –
the regulatory principle, the essential resources, the specific feedback and the
fundamental values –, the countless and manifold human communities can be
grouped in three categories: (1) affinity communities, (2) economic communities,
and (3) civic communities. In other words, every community or human behavior
has an affinity, an economic, and a civic dimension. If a civic community is
merely a state shaped society, it can be called a political community. All
communities are intrinsically variable. Throughout time, they ceaselessly change
their composition, values, interpersonal processes and relations, territory, etc.
Interestingly enough, the variability is unanimously recognized and accepted in
affinity and communities economic, but is denied or abusively interpreted in the
case of state shaped societies. If we confuse two types of order − cosmos and
taxis – and two types of rule – nomos and thesis –, as well as we exaggerate the
importance of certain type of community we bring some social maladies, namely
the traditionalism, the commercialism and the civism, (with the worst form of it –
the politicality). Whatever the communities they are involved in, all persons
relate (implicitly or explicitly) to the libertarian non-aggression principle, living
their life in strict accordance with the logical implications of the position they
adopt. People who respect the non-aggression axiom necessarily manifest selfcontrol, consideration for the life and property of the others, commitment to offer
value for value, love of freedom and a high level of individual responsibility. By
contrast, people who violate this axiom – the villains and the statists – invariably
strive to control their neighbors, behave as parasites or predators, prefer forced
exchanges, reject the personal responsibility (at most accepting the idea of social
responsibility), and apply double moral standards. The first category of people
generates a libertarian civic discourse as a spontaneous order, and the second
creates a political/ statist civic discourse as a result of the human design and will
to power. As a spontaneous order, the libertarian civic discourse implies free
involvement, peaceful coordination, free expression, free reproduction of ideas
and the power of one. Every communication performance in the frame of the
libertarian civic discourse is important and has relevant results. All participants to
the libertarian civic discourse are automatically members of some self-governing
communities (at least members of the general libertarian community). The most
important thing for these communities is to be connected to a communicational

infrastructure which would make possible free involvement, free expression and
the free reproduction of ideas. Inasmuch as today democracy means the tyranny
of majority and participatory democracy the tyranny of majority plus the power
of vested (and illegitimate) interests, only the emergence of self-governing
communities by libertarian discourse offers us a little hope. It’s high time to fall
in love (again) with liberty and to embrace the non-aggression principle. We
don’t have to create a perfect world, but we can strive to develop our human
nature.
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