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ABSTRACT

To write a paper on personal scientific and academic accomplishments is a pretty risky
task for the one assuming its own professional evolution as an act of permanent construction and
not as a perfect strategy conceived and designed in the trgectory of its existence. The same goes
for those who swear on the requirements of objectivity and fairness of any step.

However, such a scientific approach reveals its necessity in terms of outlining a clear
profile of the research carried out by someone in afield. In fact, this may be a double benefit: on
the one hand bringing clarifications on a number of personal researches without leaving room for
doubt and interpretation and, on the other hand, the approach itself may be for the author a
critical reporting process time to its own research and scientific production.

The proposed title of the work, Social life and daily negativity. A plea for social-
anthropological researchfully covers the area of interest of my concerns found in areas of semi-
darkness, often forgotten of the social, be they either of maximum topicality. The case for socio-
anthropological research comes from my experience of research, readings but also from
expressions of special meetings with teachers, researchers, sociologists and anthropologists who
have convinced me that the society may not be fully known if we limit ourselves only to strict
areas of specialization. For me the mix between sociology and anthropology provides openings,
rewarding and lends itself perfectly to researching contemporary social phenomena but also to
those less visible which carry with them a certain exoticism.

The first chapter, Epistemology milestones in social researchstates from the outset what
is my epistemological position on socia research. The questions we tried to answer through my
studies and research are: How can a sociologist address the reality so to get its essence? Causa
understanding is sufficient to understand its phenomena? The social reality can be modeled?
What is significant in understanding the social and the world’s sequences which conceal deep
understandings of social life? What is the most appropriate methodology formulain a
sociologica approach?

Influenced by a series of writings such as Dilthey, M. Weber, R. Boudon, Schutz, Th
Kuhn, P. Feyrabendt and certain perspectives coming from writings of Rene Thom, Ben6t



Maldelbrot, llya Prigogine and David Ruelle, we tried to promote an interdisciplinary
perspective in sociological research. Beyond the modelling posibility, we insist on the need for
social hermeneutics going even towards its negative. My idea was provided by Maoshe Iddl,
known specialist in Jewish mysticism, but also by epistemic approaches of loan Petru Culianu
and Mircea Eliade. As for the option of this method, it leans more towards the qualitative, my
studies on observation, story-telling and introductory study to the Manual of Ethnography,
Marcel Mauss being a proof of this.

Chapter two, Beyond the "airy wall". Mental and cultural landmarks in social life
positions the social mentality in the daily life negativity. Themes constituting the pillars of this
chapter, Romanian capitalism, socia tradition and modernity, global world in image and
imaginary illustrates that in the background of some extremely important social phenomena are
mental data (ethnological and anthropological research demonstrates the existence of these
constants in socid life). In my opinion, they are the ones whichinvisibly and subtly control social
reality, beyond reasoning, rules and regulations. They are like an invisible airy wall that we
often come across.

Chapter three, The sacred and its social expressions stresses that, in the contemporary
world,the sacred remains an important variable despite an accelerated process of desecration and
"californization” of the culture. The issue of tolerance and knowledge of the Other becomes one
of greatest interest amid the various forms of terrorism in the present world. Terrorism,
globalization and social practices located in the unconventiona area (current divination
practices, rituals and superstitions) all show that in a secular world a series of raw data that can
explain social behaviorcontinue to survive. These are placed by some authors in the sacred area,
and by others in the archetypes, but in the Pareto version are usually considered residues and are
situated in the non-logical area. Therefore, the core of the residue could be represented by a
series of primary and archetypalrunning within time. Practically, this residue generating
mechanism is continuous and unlimited. Some may be transformed into systems and religious
doctrines, others remain simple superstition and others probably have no chance to ever be
included in history.

Chapter four, The body within the normality and deviance register, follows a series of
social phenomena through the body practices, images and socia representations of the body.

Basically, following Michel Foucault's model we tried to understand the phenomenon of people



trafficking as a form of domination and subjection of the body by using a series of practices and
strategies that, ultimately, shape representation but also the relationship with the body. A clear
mark to the discovery and actual living of the victim and servant condition, the body can be
equally a veritable depository of deviant and criminal behaviours. In the phenomenon of human
trafficking, body manifestations can be labelled according to the maussian approach as
beingtotal social phenomena. Reading the body correctly in such situations can lead to novel
solutions and information for managing and controlling the phenomenon.

| promote therefore a hermeneutics of the daily activity, seen as a hermeneutics of the
negative aspect of social existence that we can identify in facts and social phenomena seemingly
small, insignificant, margina or obsolete. We consider that social knowledge remains a
challenge and the social life complexity can be decrypted by accessing obscure, dormant, less
visibleareas. Of course, this undertaking is neither ssmple nor easy. Many of the answers that the
sociologist seeks disguise themselves in the negative aspect of social phenomena included in the
daily agenda. Some do not even make a part of it. However, they redlize the subtle mechanisms
of socia functioning. Although, in terms of scientific visibility such an approach does not
provide immediate gratification, in terms of knowledge it offers unexpected pleasures and
intellectual satisfactions.

From this perspective | stand among the fortunate. My research and writings have given
me satisfaction and intellectual challenges that led me to go forward, to have the courage to look
further into negative social phenomena.

The challenges have not stopped appearing and adventure of knowing does continue...
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