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A GENERAL AND COURSE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCES

General competences: 
• Autonomy and responsibility in the discharge of professional duties; 
• Social interaction within teams working at the seminary; 
• Personal and professional development as a result of awareness of the need for training and efficient 

use of resources and learning techniques. 

Course-specific competences: 
• Acquisition of basic concepts relating to political parties; 
• Knowing the particularities of the political parties and of the interest group; 
• Developing the skills to analyse the functions of pressure groups within a democratic society. 

B LEARNING OUTCOMES

• Understanding the main concepts, paradigms and themes of political parties; 
• Knowledge of the notions related to the course; 
• Objective interpretation of some ideas, projects, processes, as well as of the theoretical and practical 

aspects of this course.

C LECTURE CONTENT



• Introduction – issues of political parties and pressure groups  
• The political party – concept and functions  
• The European right and left wing  
• Multidimensional typologies of political parties  
• Types of parties and party systems  
• Party systems and modes of ballot 
• Political groups in the European Parliament  
• The interest group – conceptual delimitations  
• Functions of interest groups within a democratic society  
• Intra-societal and extra-societal interest groups  
• Means and techniques of the pressing action  
• Lobbying at the European Union  
• Romanian interest groups  
• Effectiveness of the activity of interest groups 

D RECOMMENDED READING FOR LECTURES

References (selection) 
• Almond, Gabriel, Powell Bingham, Jr., Strom Kaare, Dalton, Russell, Politica comparată 

astăzi,  Editura Institutul European Iaşi, 2009 
•  Burakowski, Adam, Dictatura lui Nicolae Ceauşescu (1965-1989). Geniul Carpaţilor (ediţia a 

II-a revăzută şi adăugită), Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2016 
• Cerkez , Șerban, Miroiu, Adrian, Competiția politică în România, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2013 
• Clark, Roland,  Sfântă tinerețe legionară. Activismul fascist în România interbelică, Editura 

Polirom, Iaşi, 2015  
• Kideckel, David A., România postsocialistă. Munca, trupul și cultura clasei muncitoare, Editura 

Polirom, Iaşi, 2010 
• Levy, Robert, Gloria şi decăderea Anei Pauker (ediţia a II-a revăzută), Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 

2016 
• Lijphart, Arend, Modele ale democraţiei, Polirom, Iaşi, 2000 
• Lim, Louisa, Republica Populară a Amneziei. Tiananmen, 1989, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2016 
• Miroiu, Adrian, Fuga de competiție. O perspectivă instituțională asupra societății românești, 

Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2016  
• Miroiu, Adrian, Lumea lui Anaxagora, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2017  
• Mitu, Sorin, De la Burebista la Iohannis, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2017 
• Mungiu-Pippidi, Alina, Arachelian, Vartan, Tranziția. Primii 25 de ani, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 

2014 
• Nedelcu, Mioara, Pluralismul reprezentării: partide politice şi grupuri de presiune, Tipo 

Moldova, Iaşi, 2002 
• Nemat, Marina, Prizonieră în Teheran. Cum am supravieţuit într-o închisoare iraniană, Editura 

Polirom, Iaşi, 2016 
• Roskin, Michael G, Cord, Robert, L., Medeiros, James A., Jones, Walter S., Știinta politică. O 

introducere, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2011 
• Ungureanu, Mihai, Instituții, alegeri individuale și acțiune colectivă, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2014 
• Daniel Stockemer (Editor), Populism Around the World. A Comparative Perspective, Springer 

Nature Switzerland AG, 2019 
• Milan Nič, “The Visegrád Group in the EU: 2016 as a turning-point?” in  European View 

15:281–290, 2016 
• Bart Bonikowskia and Paul DiMaggiob , "Varieties of American Popular Nationalism” in 

American Sociological Review 2016, Vol. 81(5) 949–980

E SEMINAR CONTENT



• The political parties and the evolution of political life – multi-party system  
• Political parties: systems and subsystems  
• Party systems and modes of ballot  
• From the single-party to the multi-party system in Romania  
• Evolution of the Romanian post-Decembrist multi-party. The Romanian political class  
• Analysis of the current Romanian political configuration  - the political programme, the doctrine, the 

status of the Romanian political parties 
• Pluralism and democracy  
• European parties and political families  
• Power distribution and group dynamics within modern societies  
• Interest aggregation and political parties  
• The role of NGOs in the configuration of public policies. The citizens – partners in adopting public 

decisions  

F RECOMMENDED READING FOR SEMINARS

• Berindei, Mihnea, Dobrincu, Dorin, Goșu, Armand,  Istoria comunismului din România. 
Volumul III: Documente. Nicolae Ceauşescu (1972-1975), Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2017 

• Boboc, Ion,  Partide si familii politice europene, Editura Universitara, Bucuresti, 2008 
• Boudon, Raymond, Tratat de sociologie, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 1997 
• Brechon, Pierre, Partidele politice, Eikon, Cluj-Napoca, 2004 Negulescu, Petre, P., Partidele 

politice, Garamond, Bucureşti, 1994; 
• Fisichella, Domenico, Ştiinţa politică. Probleme, concepte, teorii, Polirom, 2007 
•  Hoffer, Eric, Adepții fanatici: Reflecții asupra naturii mișcărilor de masă, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 

2013 
• Huntington, Samuel, P., Ordinea politică a societăţilor în schimbare, Polirom, Iaşi, 1999 
• Keane, John, Civil Society, Polity Press, Cambridge, 1998 
• Pasti, Vladimir, Sociologie politică, Ziua, Bucureşti, 2004;  
• Preda, Cristian, Sorina, Soare, Regimul, partidele şi sistemul politic din România, Nemira, Bucureţşti, 

2008;   
• Preda, Marian, Comportament organizațional. Teorii, exerciții și studii de caz, Editura Polirom, 

Iaşi, 2006 
• Müller, Jan, Werner, Ce este populismul?, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2015 
• Nimu, Andrada, Pîrvulescu, Cristian, Todor, Arpad, Societate civilă, democraţie şi construcţie 

instituţională, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2016 
• Ornea, Z., Anii treizeci. Extrema dreaptă românească, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2015  
• Paler, Octavian , Don Quijote în Est, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2017 
• Rokkan, Stein, Citizen, Election, Parties., New-York, Oslo, 1970; 
• Sartorri, Giovanni, Teoria democraţiei reinterpretată, Polirom, Iaşi, 1999 
• Schwartzenberg, Roger-Gerard, Sociologie politique, Montchrestien, Paris, 1998 
• Seiler, Daniel, Louis, Partidele politice din Europa, Editura Institutul European, Iaşi, 2003 
• Tismaneanu, Vladimir, Reinventarea Politicului - Europa Rasariteana de la Stalin la Havel, Polirom, 

Iasi, 1997 
• Voicu, George, Pluripartidismul, Editura All, Bucureşti, 1998 
• Weber, Max, Politica, o vocaţie şi o profesie, Anima, Bucureşti, 1992 



G EDUCATION STYLE

LEARNING AND TEACHING METHODS Explanation, Dialogue, Debate, Problematisation, Brainstorming, Case 
Study 
Active frequency and implication in the course. Working on seminar 
papers, covering literature, participation in debates seminar.

ASSESSMENT METHODS Team project and personal involvement in the debate

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION English


