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INTRODUCERE

Cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationala s-a afirmat, in ultimele decenii, ca una dintre
dimensiunile fundamentale ale politicii externe, ale guvernantei globale si ale solidaritatii dintre
state. Aceasta reflectd nu doar angajamentele asumate de comunitatea internationald in vederea
eradicarii saraciei si reducerii inegalitatilor, ci si interesele geopolitice, economice si culturale
ale statelor donatoare. Intr-un context international marcat de interdependentd, dezechilibre
sistemice si provocari globale — de la schimbarile climatice si migratie, pana la pandemii si
instabilitate politicA — cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald devine un instrument
strategic prin intermediul caruia statele consolideaza parteneriate durabile, sprijina procesele
de tranzitie democratica si contribuie la securitatea colectiva.

Acest domeniu reprezintd una dintre cele mai dinamice si multidimensionale sfere ale
relatiilor internationale contemporane, situdndu-se la intersectia dintre politica externa,
economia globald, dreptul international si teoriile dezvoltarii. Intr-un mediu global aflat intr-0
transformare permanentd, marcat de crize multiple — de la inegalitati structurale si sdracie
extremad, panad la conflicte armate, schimbari climatice, migratii fortate si pandemii — cooperarea
pentru dezvoltare s-a impus nu doar ca expresie a solidaritatii internationale, ci si ca mecanism
strategic de afirmare a intereselor, valorilor si identitatii statelor pe scena globala.

Prezenta cercetare, intitulata Dimensiuni ale cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationala
Studiu de caz — Marea Britanie si Romdnia, isi propune o analiza ampla si comparativa a acestui
fenomen, avand drept punct de referintd doud state europene cu profiluri distincte: Marea
Britanie — un donator consacrat, cu o traditie indelungata in domeniul cooperarii globale — si
Romania — un actor emergent, a carui implicare s-a consolidat gradual dupa aderarea la Uniunea
Europeana.

Comparatia sistematica Intre cele doud modele de cooperare pentru dezvoltare ofera o
perspectiva complexa asupra modului in care istoria, institutiile, politicile si prioritatile tematice
influenteazi angajamentele statelor in domeniul dezvoltarii. In acelasi timp, analiza evidentiaza
potentialul de convergenta intre state cu experiente, resurse si pozitiondri diferite. Prin aceasta
abordare comparativa, cercetarea urmareste intelegerea modului in care Marea Britanie si
Romania gestioneazd cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald, avand in vedere
determinantii istorici, politici, institutionali si geografici. Obiectivul principal constd in
intelegerea aprofundata a fiecarui caz, identificarea bunelor practici, a factorilor explicativi si a
eventualelor modele transferabile.

Lucrarea oferd o perspectiva comprehensiva asupra evolutiei conceptului de cooperare
pentru dezvoltare, a fundamentelor sale normative si ideologice, a actorilor implicati, a
instrumentelor utilizate si a teoriilor care au modelat acest domeniu de-a lungul deceniilor. In
prima instantd, se impune o analizd a contextului general al cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare
internationald, printr-o incursiune istorica de la formele timpurii de ajutor bilateral postbelic
pana la consolidarea sistemului multilateral coordonat de institutiile internationale. Initial
motivata de imperativele reconstructiei si de logica Razboiului Rece, asistenta pentru dezvoltare
s-a transformat treptat intr-un instrument complex de diplomatie economica, promovare a
democratiei si consolidare a ordinii internationale.

Originea si evolutia cooperarii pentru dezvoltare sunt strans legate de perceptiile statelor
dezvoltate asupra responsabilitdtii lor morale fatd de Sudul global, dar si de interesele lor
geopolitice. In prezent, cooperarea pentru dezvoltare se defineste printr-o pluralitate de
obiective — de la eradicarea saraciei si promovarea egalitatii de gen, la combaterea schimbarilor
climatice si consolidarea statului de drept. Criteriile de alocare a asistentei oficiale pentru
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dezvoltare (AOD) reflectd un echilibru intre nevoile tarilor beneficiare, prioritatile strategice
ale donatorilor si eficienta institutionald a mecanismelor de implementare.

Cercetarea de fatda urmadreste sd fundamenteze bazele conceptuale, metodologice si
normative necesare unei intelegeri aprofundate a cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare internationala.
Aceasta ofera un cadru teoretic solid pentru analiza modului in care Romania si Marea Britanie
s-au raportat la acest domeniu, in functie de evolutiile lor istorice, institutionale si strategice.

Astfel, structura lucrarii este conceputd pentru a evidentia atat aspectele generale, cat si
particularitatile fiecarui caz.

- Capitolul I contureaza cadrul teoretic al cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationala,
analizand originile istorice, conceptele definitorii, principiile, obiectivele si principalele
paradigme teoretice (realistd, liberald, constructivistd, postcoloniald, umanistd si
ecologistd) care fundamenteaza politicile statelor si institutiilor internationale.

- Capitolul Il examineaza evolutia cooperarii pentru dezvoltare in Romania, de la perioada
comunistd — caracterizatd printr-o dimensiune ideologicd pronuntatd — pana la etapa
postcomunistd, in care Romania si-a consolidat treptat rolul de stat donator in cadrul
Uniunii Europene. Analiza evidentiaza etapele-cheie ale procesului: perioada preaderarii,
institutionalizarea domeniului, adoptarea cadrului legislativ si participarea la initiative
multilaterale, 1n stransa legatura cu obiectivele de dezvoltare durabila.

- Capitolul 11l exploreaza modelul britanic de cooperare pentru dezvoltare, analizdnd
transformarea acestuia dintr-un instrument al influentei post-imperiale intr-o politica
publicd sofisticatd, articulatd institutional si adaptatd contextului global contemporan. Se
examineaza etapele definitorii: decolonizarea, infiintarea DFID, angajamentele
multilaterale, integrarea in cadrul obiectivelor globale (ODM, ODD) si reformele post-
Brexit.

- Capitolul 1V realizeaza o analiza comparativa intre Romania si Marea Britanie, punand
accent pe fundamentele istorice, cadrele institutionale, prioritatile tematice si geografice,
nivelurile de finantare si provocarile specifice fiecarui model. Aceasta sectiune
evidentiaza diferentele de viziune si capacitate, dar si posibilele sinergii si bune practici
de cooperare, mai ales 1n cadrul initiativelor europene in contextul transformarilor globale
contemporane.

Lucrarea adoptd o abordare interdisciplinara, Tmbinand concepte si metode din teoria
politica, relatiile internationale, economia dezvoltdrii si analiza institutionala. Metodologia
comparativa permite o intelegere aprofundatd a dinamicii cooperarii pentru dezvoltare si
faciliteazd formularea de recomandari pentru cresterea eficientei, legitimitatii si coerentei
acesteia in contextul transformarilor globale actuale.

Intr-o lume in care interdependenta devine o realitate structurald, iar solidaritatea
internationala o necesitate practicd, studiul de fatd contribuie la intelegerea unei dimensiuni
esentiale a politicilor globale si a rolului statelor — indiferent de marime sau nivel de dezvoltare
—1n constructia unei ordini internationale mai echitabile, reziliente si durabile.

MOTIVATIA SI IMPORTANTA TEZEI

In contextul global contemporan, caracterizat de interdependente crescande intre state,
crize umanitare recurente, inegalitdti structurale persistente si nevoi complexe de dezvoltare,
cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationala s-a consolidat ca un instrument fundamental pentru
promovarea pacii, stabilitétii si prosperitatii durabile.

Prezenta lucrare isi propune sd analizeze dimensiunile teoretice, istorice si institutionale
ale cooperarii pentru dezvoltare, prin intermediul unei abordari comparative intre doud state
europene cu profiluri distincte, dar complementare: Marea Britanie, stat cu o traditie coloniala
si 0 experienta indelungata in domeniul asistentei internationale, si Romania, actor emergent in
arhitectura politicii europene de dezvoltare.
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Motivatia cercetarii deriva din necesitatea de a intelege modul in care modelele nationale
de cooperare reflectd nu doar obiectivele de politica externd ale statelor, ci si valorile lor
normative, constrangerile geopolitice si capacititile administrative. In acest sens, analiza Marii
Britanii evidentiaza tranzitia de la statutul de putere coloniala la cel de partener global pentru
dezvoltare, in timp ce cazul Romaniei ilustreaza procesul de transformare postcomunistd si
integrarea graduala in sistemul international al dezvoltarii.

Relevanta stiintificd a cercetdrii consta in caracterul sau interdisciplinar si aplicativ, prin
imbinarea fundamentelor teoretice ale cooperarii internationale cu o analiza empirica riguroasa
a celor doud modele nationale. Lucrarea examineaza dimensiunile institutionale, prioritatile
geografice si tematice, precum si mecanismele de finantare si evaluare a impactului politicilor
de dezvoltare. O asemenea perspectiva este esentiala pentru Intelegerea dinamicii actuale a
cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare si pentru identificarea convergentelor si oportunitatilor de
colaborare, mai ales 1n cadrul initiativelor europene si multilaterale.

Dincolo de contributia teoretica, cercetarea are si o valoare practicad semnificativa, prin
identificarea lectiilor invatate si a modelelor eficiente de actiune care pot fi replicate in contexte
diferite. Rezultatele analizei se adreseaza atat factorilor de decizie din administratia publica, cat
si actorilor non-guvernamentali implicati Tn implementarea politicilor de dezvoltare.

Abordarea comparativd permite, totodatd, o evaluare criticd a provocarilor comune si
specifice celor doua state — de la gestionarea mostenirii coloniale sau absenta unei traditii
consolidate, pana la problematica legitimitatii publice si a constrangerilor bugetare.

In ansamblu, lucrarea contribuie la imbogitirea literaturii de specialitate privind
cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald si ofera un cadru analitic solid pentru formularea
unor politici externe coerente, eficiente si adaptate la cerintele unei lumi in schimbare. Totodata,
cercetarea se aliniaza obiectivelor Agendei 2030 pentru Dezvoltare Durabild, subliniind
importanta unei actiuni concertate, bazate pe solidaritate, responsabilitate partajata si eficienta
institutionala.

SCOPUL SI OBIECTIVELE TEZEI

Scopul principal al prezentei cercetdri este analiza dimensiunilor teoretice, istorice,
institutionale si strategice ale cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationald, prin intermediul unui
studiu comparativ aplicat asupra Marii Britanii si Romaniei — doua state cu traiectorii distincte,
dar relevante pentru intelegerea arhitecturii globale a asistentei pentru dezvoltare. Cercetarea
urmareste sa ofere o perspectiva integrata asupra modului n care cooperarea pentru dezvoltare
este conceptualizatd, implementatd si adaptatd in contexte istorice si geopolitice diferite,
punand accent pe: fundamentele teoretice si modelele explicative, evolutiile istorice ale
implicarii celor doua state, cadrul legislativ si institutional actual, prioritatile tematice si
geografice, mecanismele de finantare, precum si principalele provocari si puncte de
convergenta.

Prin aceastd abordare, lucrarea isi propune identificarea unor lectii relevante si a unor
bune practici care pot contribui la optimizarea politicilor de cooperare pentru dezvoltare, in
concordanta cu agenda internationala contemporana si, in special, cu Obiectivele de Dezvoltare
Durabila promovate de Natiunile Unite. Analiza depaseste dimensiunea pur teoretica, integrand
componentele institutionale, legislative si bugetare ale cooperarii pentru dezvoltare, printr-0
comparatie a prioritdtilor tematice si geografice ale celor doua state.

Totodata, cercetarea examineaza provocdrile interne si externe Intdmpinate de fiecare stat
in implementarea politicilor de dezvoltare, precum si posibilele puncte de convergentd si
colaborare intre acestea, in contextul european si global.

OBIECTIVELE CERCETARII
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Obiectivul general al cercetarii este realizarea unei analize comparative a cooperarii
pentru dezvoltare internationald in cazul Marii Britanii si al Romaniei, sprijinit de urmatoarele
obiective specifice:

- analiza teoreticd a conceptului de cooperare pentru dezvoltare internationald, incluzand
originile, tipologiile, principiile, actorii implicati si modelele explicative utilizate 1n
literatura de specialitate;

- 1identificarea indicatorilor si dimensiunilor relevante pentru evaluarea -eficientei
cooperdrii internationale pentru dezvoltare, cu accent pe criteriile utilizate de organizatiile
internationale;

- studierea evolutiei istorice si institutionale a cooperdrii internationale pentru dezvoltare
in Romania, de la perioada comunistd si pana in prezent, cu accent pe tranzitia post-
aderare la UE si statutul de stat donator emergent;

- analiza critica a modelului britanic de cooperare pentru dezvoltare, incepand din perioada
coloniala, trecand prin faza post-imperiala si pana la politicile recente de sustenabilitate
si globalizare;

- compararea cadrului institutional si legislativ al celor doua state, cu evidentierea rolului
DFID/FCDO in Marea Britanie si MAE-RoAid in Romania, precum si analiza bugetelor
alocate si a prioritatilor geografice si tematice;

- identificarea convergentelor si divergentelor dintre Marea Britanie si Romania in ceea ce
priveste politicile, strategiile si impactul cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationala;

- explorarea oportunitatilor de colaborare bilaterald/multilaterald/trilaterald, inclusiv in
cadrul UE, ONU sau altor organizatii, pe baza punctelor de complementaritate si a
bunelor practici transferabile;

- evaluarea impactului contributiei celor doud state la obiectivele globale de dezvoltare
durabild, in special in contextul Agendei 2030 a ONU.

FUNDAMENT TEORETIC SI CONCEPTUAL

O abordare conceptuald clara a cooperarii pentru dezvoltare este indispensabila pentru
intelegerea riguroasa a domeniului. Definirea conceptului implicd delimitarea acestuia de alte
forme de asistentd internationald — precum ajutorul umanitar sau cooperarea tehnica — si
clarificarea principalelor tipologii: bilaterala, multilaterala si trilaterald. Principiile
fundamentale — parteneriatul, eficienta, responsabilitatea reciproca si sustenabilitatea —
constituie pilonii normativi ai politicilor globale de dezvoltare.

Actorii implicati sunt multipli si eterogeni: guvernele nationale, agentiile de dezvoltare,
organizatiile internationale, ONG-urile, sectorul privat si comunitatile locale. Fiecare dintre
acestia contribuie, dintr-o perspectiva proprie, la formularea si implementarea politicilor de
dezvoltare. Mecanismele de cooperare acopera o gama largd de instrumente — de la granturi si
credite concesionale, la asistenta tehnica, parteneriate public-private si programe de schimb de
expertiza.

Totusi, cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald este marcata de o serie de provocari
structurale, precum asimetriile de putere dintre donatori si beneficiari, conditionalitatile
politice, eficienta variabild a utilizarii fondurilor, fragmentarea interventiilor, lipsa coerentei
intre politicile sectoriale si dificultatea masurarii impactului real asupra dezvoltarii durabile.

In plan teoretic, literatura de specialitate a generat multiple modele explicative pentru
intelegerea ratiunilor, formelor si efectelor cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare internationala.
Indicatorii si dimensiunile acesteia — sociale, economice, politice si de mediu — sunt profund
interdependente si reflectd complexitatea procesului de dezvoltare durabild. Indicatori precum
rata sdraciei, accesul la educatie, egalitatea de gen sau eficienta utilizarii fondurilor de asistenta
oficiald pentru dezvoltare (AOD) constituie instrumente esentiale pentru evaluarea progresului
si formularea politicilor bazate pe evidente.
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Analiza acestor indicatori contribuie la consolidarea transparentei, a responsabilitatii si a
eficientei politicilor de cooperare.

INTREBARI DE CERCETARE

Pentru aprofundarea dimensiunii comparative, cercetarea formuleaza un set de intrebari
fundamentate teoretic si empiric, menite sd ghideze analiza criticd a modelelor nationale de
cooperare pentru dezvoltare ale Marii Britanii si Roméaniei:

1. Care sunt principalele trasaturi care diferentiaza traiectoriile istorice ale Marii Britanii si
ale Romaniei in cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationala?
2. Care sunt prioritatile tematice si geografice ale fiecarui stat si cum reflecta acestea
strategiile lor externe?
. Ce provocari comune confrunta cele doua state 1n politicile de dezvoltare?
4. Ce convergente existd intre Romania si Marea Britanie Tn cooperarea pentru dezvoltare
internationala?
. Ce tip de colaborari bilaterale ar putea dezvolta Marea Britanie si Romania in viitor?
6. Care sunt beneficiile unei colaborari stranse intre Romania si Marea Britanie in domeniul
dezvoltarii internationale?
7. Ce poate Invata Romania din experienta Marii Britanii si cum se poate valorifica aceasta
relatie?

Acest set de Intrebari urmareste stimularea unei reflectii critice si sistematice asupra
dimensiunilor esentiale ale cooperarii pentru dezvoltare si consolidarea competentelor analitice
necesare evaluarii politicilor internationale dintr-o perspectiva comparativa. Ele contribuie la
configurarea unei viziuni sistemice asupra modului In care contextul istoric, pozitionarea
geopoliticd, prioritatile tematice si capacitatile financiare influenteaza formularea si
implementarea politicilor de dezvoltare.

In ansamblu, aceste intrebari faciliteazi explorarea diferentelor istorice, institutionale,
tematice si geografice dintre modelele britanic si romanesc, evidentiind totodatd punctele de
sinergie, complementaritate si potential colaborativ. Astfel, ele constituie un instrument
metodologic esential pentru consolidarea unei perspective analitice riguroase asupra arhitecturii
globale a dezvoltarii internationale si asupra rolului distinct pe care fiecare stat il joaca in cadrul
acesteia.

(98]

W

METODOLOGIA DE CERCETARE

Lucrarea de fatd adoptd o abordare calitativa de tip exploratoriu-comparativ,
fundamentatd pe analiza documentara si analiza de continut, avand ca obiectiv evidentierea
principalelor dimensiuni ale cooperérii pentru dezvoltare internationala printr-un studiu de caz
aplicat asupra Marii Britanii si Romaniei. Alegerea acestor doud cazuri raspunde unei duble
motivatii: pe de o parte, aceea de a surprinde continuitatea si adaptabilitatea unui actor
traditional cu influenta globala — Marea Britanie — iar pe de altd parte, de a analiza dinamica
emergenta a unui stat post-comunist aflat in proces de consolidare a rolului sau international —
Romania.

Cercetarea se bazeaza pe analiza documentara a unei game variate de surse primare si
secundare, incluzand strategii guvernamentale, rapoarte institutionale, documente legislative,
studii si statistici elaborate de organizatii internationale (precum OCDE, ONU, Uniunea
Europeand), precum si o literaturd de specialitate relevantd din domeniile relatiilor
internationale, politicilor de dezvoltare si istoriei cooperdrii internationale. Aceastd metoda
permite o intelegere aprofundata a contextului istoric, institutional si geopolitic al cooperarii
pentru dezvoltare, atat la nivel national, cat si international.
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Studiul de caz comparativ ofera posibilitatea de a identifica diferentele si convergentele
dintre cele douda modele de cooperare, concentrandu-se asupra unor dimensiuni analitice
majore, precum: evolutia istorica, cadrul institutional si legislativ, prioritatile tematice si
geografice, mecanismele de finantare, precum si strategiile geopolitice si oportunitatile de
colaborare.

Dimensiunile analitice ale studiului de caz:

1. Dimensiunea istoricd — investigheaza fundamentele si traiectoriile specifice ale celor doud
state in domeniul cooperarii pentru dezvoltare: de la mostenirea coloniald a Marii Britanii
la etapele de izolare, tranzitie si reintegrare internationald ale Romaniei.

2. Dimensiunea institutionala si legislativa — analizeaza arhitectura administrativa si cadrul
normativ al cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare, prin examinarea agentiilor specializate
(DFID/FCDO in Marea Britanie si RoAid in Romania), precum si a legislatiei aferente.

3. Dimensiunea tematica si geografica — exploreaza prioritdtile tematice (precum sandtatea,
educatia, guvernanta, egalitatea de gen sau schimbarile climatice) si zonele geografice de
interes (Africa Subsahariana, Asia de Sud, Vecinatatea Esticd, Balcanii de Vest),
evidentiind modul in care acestea reflecta orientarile strategice si interesele de politica
externd ale fiecdrui stat.

4. Dimensiunea financiard — compara bugetele alocate cooperarii pentru dezvoltare, raportul
AOD/PIB si mecanismele de finantare, analizdnd constrangerile bugetare, eficienta
cheltuielilor, precum si perceptiile publice privind legitimitatea si relevanta asistentei
oferite.

5. Dimensiunea strategica si geopoliticd — evalueazd modul de proiectie a influentei
internationale prin intermediul politicilor de dezvoltare, in relatie cu apartenenta sau
colaborarea fiecarui stat la organizatii internationale precum ONU, Uniunea Europeana,
Commonwealth si OCDE.

6. Dimensiunea convergentei si colaborarii — identifica punctele comune, lectiile invatate si
oportunitatile de cooperare bilaterald si multilaterala, in special in cadrul initiativelor
europene, globale sau regionale, contribuind la conturarea unei perspective de sinergie si
complementaritate.

Prin aceastd abordare multidimensionala, cercetarea depdseste simpla comparatie
descriptiva dintre doud modele nationale, oferind o viziune analiticd integratd asupra
transformarilor care redefinesc domeniul cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationald in
contextul globalizdrii, al crizelor recurente si al noilor imperative asociate sustenabilitatii si
solidaritatii internationale.

Pentru realizarea analizei comparative, au fost selectate doua studii de caz contrastante,
reprezentative pentru pozitiondri distincte in sistemul international: Marea Britanie — fost
imperiu colonial si donator traditional cu experientd consolidatd in asistenta externd — si
Romania — stat post-comunist si actor emergent in domeniul cooperarii pentru dezvoltare.

Metoda analizei de continut este aplicatd asupra documentelor strategice, rapoartelor
oficiale si discursurilor politice relevante, cu scopul de a identifica temele dominante, valorile
promovate si viziunile strategice referitoare la rolul fiecdrui stat in arhitectura globald a
cooperarii pentru dezvoltare.

De asemenea, cercetarea beneficiazd de o abordare interdisciplinara, care integreaza
perspective din relatiile internationale, economia politica, studiile europene si analiza
institutionald. Aceastd combinatie metodologica sustine o intelegere nuantata a fenomenului
analizat, contribuind simultan la clarificarea cadrului teoretic si la evaluarea aplicatd a
politicilor si practicilor concrete de cooperare pentru dezvoltare.
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PREZENTAREA SINTETICA A CAPITOLELOR TEZEI
DE DOCTORAT

CAPITOLUL 1: CONTEXTUL GENERAL AL COOPERARII PENTRU
DEZVOLTARE INTERNATIONALA

Cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald (CDI) a parcurs, in mai putin de un secol, un
arc transformator: de la filantropie paternalistd si interventii adesea subsumate intereselor
coloniale, la un sistem institutionalizat guvernat de standarde, indicatori si mecanisme de
coordonare transnationale (OCDE-DAC, UE, ONU). Dupa 1945, institutionalizarea a fost
acceleratd de experienta reconstructiei europene (Planul Marshall, OECE/OCDE), iar
consacrarea Asistentei Oficiale pentru Dezvoltare (ODA) si, ulterior, agenda eficacitatii
ajutorului (Roma—Paris—Accra—Busan) a convertit asupra angajamentelor pe termen lung. In
prezent, Agenda 2030 si cele 17 ODD constituie arhitectura strategica a domeniului, cu Uniunea
Europeana in rol de donator principal si furnizor de standarde metodologice.

Acest parcurs a produs trei efecte structurale. Mai Intai, a aparut o gramatica comuna a
dezvoltarii (definitii operationale, tipologii - bilaterale, multilaterale), ceea ce faciliteaza
interoperabilitatea actorilor. Apoi, s-a format o infrastructura institutionala - de la ministere si
agentii de dezvoltare la retele internationale capabile sa planifice, sa finanteze si sa evalueze
programe complexe. In fine, s-au impus mecanisme de masurare (IDU, ISM, ODA, IPM etc.)
care aduc transparenta si responsabilitate. Totusi, progresul nu a eliminat tensiunile structurale:
asimetrii de putere in raporturile donator - beneficiar, fragmentare si suprapunere a
interventiilor, volatilitate a finantarii, dificultati persistente In masurarea impactului pe termen
lung, precum si nevoi de coerenta a politicilor si programelor.

Crizele recente - pandemia, intensificarea riscurilor climatice, socuri geopolitice si
comerciale - au actionat ca teste de stres pentru CDI: au evidentiat importanta rezilientei, nevoia
de adaptare rapida a programelor si valoarea parteneriatelor reciproce promovata la Busan.

Pe fondul acestei complexitati, eficacitatea CDI depinde de potrivirea find dintre scopuri,
principii si instrumente. Definitia operationala a CDI este orientatd spre consolidarea
capacitatilor, reducerea dependentelor si intarirea rezilientei.

Din perspectiva modelelor teoretice, CDI functioneaza cel mai bine printr-o eclectica
disciplinata: realismul - explica utilizarea strategica a ajutorului si limitele impuse de distributia
puterii; liberalismul - aratd cum institutiile reduc costurile tranzactionale si cresc
predictibilitatea; constructivismul - lumineaza rolul normelor, identitatilor si legitimitatii; post-
colonialismul si dependenta - avertizeaza asupra asimetriei si conditiilor impuse; modernizarea
- oferd o harta a transformadrilor, dar cere contextualizare; sustenabilitatea (durabilitatea)
impune echilibrul (economie—societate—mediu); teoria retelelor globale - explicd guvernanta
policentrica si costurile de coordonare. Asadar, putem spune cd nu exista un monopol explicativ;
triangularea disciplinara sporeste calitatea diagnozei si a designului de politici si programe.

In plan metodologic, matricea dimensiuni - indicatori riméne instrumentul central al
deciziei informate. Persistenta lacunelor statistice si a divergentelor metodologice, aldturi de
riscul unei intelegeri limitate a contextului local, subliniazd necesitatea unor investitii sustinute
in infrastructura de date, in armonizarea standardelor metodologice si in intdrirea capacitatii
analitice nationale.

Cooperare pentru dezvoltare internationald in ceea ce priveste Marea Britanie si Romania,
ilustreaza un proces de Invatare bidirectionald dintre un donator matur, cu infrastructura
institutionala solida si instrumente sofisticate, si un actor emergent aflat in faza de consolidare
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strategicd. Privind spre orizontul anului 2030, obiectivele dezvoltarii durabile se mentin
ambitioase, dar dificil de realizat intr-un context marcat de asimetrii de progres, crize suprapuse
si socuri exogene. In aceste conditii, cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald reclama o
reconfigurare orientata spre prioritizare strategicd, inovare institutionala si parteneriate efective.
Valoarea adaugata a CDI se manifestd acolo unde interventiile depasesc logica executarii de
proiecte si se centreazd pe solutionarea problemelor structurale. Atingerea acestor obiective
presupune disciplind institutionald, investitii constante in date si capabilitati analitice, rezilienta
fata de presiunile geopolitice pe termen scurt si, mai presus de toate, incredere in parteneri, in
reguli si 1n valoarea cumulativa a invatarii. Doar prin respectarea acestor principii, arhitectura
globala a cooperarii pentru dezvoltare, construitd dupa 1945, isi poate implini menirea, in ceea
ce priveste realizarea unei transformari durabile a societatilor, in spiritul demnitatii umane, al
echitatii si al responsabilitatii fata de viitorul comun.

CAPITOLUL 2. ROMANIA SI COOPERAREA INTERNATIONALA PENTRU
DEZVOLTARE: DE LA IZOLARE IDEOLOGICA LA ROL STRATEGIC iN UE

Romaéania are o istorie relativ recentd in domeniul cooperarii pentru dezvoltare
internationala, insd originile implicarii sale pot fi identificate incd din perioada regimului
comunist, fiind ulterior consolidate prin angajamentele asumate odatad cu aderarea la Uniunea
Europeana. De-a lungul ultimelor decenii, acest domeniu a cunoscut o transformare profunda,
evoluind de la forme de asistentd punctuala, oferita selectiv unor state partenere, catre o politica
mai coerentd si strategicd, aliniatd standardelor si principiilor internationale. in perioada
comunistd, Romania a participat la cooperarea internationala intr-un cadru ideologic specific,
oferind sprijin trilor in curs de dezvoltare din Africa, Asia si America Latind. Asistenta se
concentra 1n principal pe proiecte de infrastructurd, educatie si formare profesionald, fiind
puternic influentatd de ratiuni geopolitice. Aceste demersuri urmareau consolidarea relatiilor
bilaterale cu statele din miscarea de nealiniere sau cu regimuri apropiate ideologic, contribuind
la extinderea sferei de influentd a Romaniei in contextul Rézboiului Rece.

Dupa 1989, odata cu tranzitia catre democratie si economia de piata, implicarea Romaniei
in cooperarea pentru dezvoltare s-a diminuat considerabil. Prioritatile interne de reforma
politica si redresare economicd, precum si constrangerile bugetare, au determinat o retragere
temporard din initiativele internationale majore. Totusi, in anii 1990, procesul de integrare
graduald in structurile euro-atlantice a inceput sa influenteze si politicile de cooperare
internationala, deschizand treptat drumul spre o repozitionare a Romaniei ca actor emergent.

Un moment de referinta in aceasta evolutie 1-a constituit aderarea la Uniunea Europeana
in anul 2007, care a marcat tranzitia de la statutul de beneficiar la cel de donator emergent. in
calitate de stat membru al Uniunii, Romania si-a asumat responsabilitatea de a contribui activ
la politicile europene de cooperare pentru dezvoltare, participand la eforturile globale de
combatere a siriciei si de promovare a dezvoltirii durabile. In acest scop, a fost creat un cadru
institutional si legislativ dedicat gestiondrii Asistentei Oficiale pentru Dezvoltare, avand
Ministerul Afacerilor Externe in rolul de coordonator principal al politicilor nationale in
domeniu. Romania a inceput sa contribuie la fondurile europene pentru dezvoltare si s initieze
proiecte bilaterale in tari partenere, in concordanta cu prioritatile definite la nivel national si
european.

Asadar, cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald a devenit o componenta strategica a
politicii externe a Romaniei, reflectand tranzitia de la beneficiar la donator emergent. In pofida
nivelului incd modest al finantarii si a provocarilor institutionale persistente, progresele in
consolidarea cadrului legislativ, definirea prioritatilor si profesionalizarea mecanismelor de
implementare indica o evolutie constanta. Prin valorificarea experientei proprii de tranzitie si
prin implicarea activa in initiativele europene si multilaterale, Roméania isi poate consolida rolul
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de partener credibil si responsabil in arhitectura global a dezvoltirii. In acest sens, cooperarea
pentru dezvoltare nu reprezintd doar o obligatie politica si morala, ci si o oportunitate strategica
de afirmare internationald si de contributie la construirea unei ordini mondiale mai echitabile,
solidare si durabile. Evolutia cooperdrii internationale pentru dezvoltare a Romaniei reflectd nu
doar tranzitia internd a statului roman, ci si angajamentul sau crescand fata de principiile
solidaritatii internationale, eficientei ajutorului si dezvoltérii durabile. Romania se profileaza
astfel ca un actor emergent in arhitectura globala a cooperarii pentru dezvoltare, aflat intr-un
proces continuu de profesionalizare si aliniere la standardele europene si internationale.

CAPITOL 3. ISTORIA SI EVOLUTIA COOPERARII PENTRU DEZVOLTARE
INTERNATIONALA A MARII BRITANII

Evolutia cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationald a Marii Britanii reflectd o tranzitie
profunda de la logica imperiala a dominatiei la o viziune modernd, bazatd pe parteneriate
echitabile, responsabilitate globald si solidaritate internationald. Prin institutionalizarea
politicilor de dezvoltare, angajamentele financiare constante si implicarea activa in initiative
multilaterale, Regatul Unit si-a consolidat statutul de lider global si promotor al valorilor
democratice, al drepturilor omului si al dezvoltarii durabile.

Asadar, se poate afirma cd evolutia cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationalda a Marii
Britanii reflectd o tranzitie complexa de la o politica post-coloniald la un model sofisticat de
parteneriat global, Intemeiat pe principii de sustenabilitate, echitate si responsabilitate.
Parcursul istoric ilustreaza transformarea treptata a relatiilor asimetrice de putere intr-un cadru
de cooperare bazat pe parteneriate egale, norme multilaterale si angajamente comune pentru
dezvoltare durabila.

De la institutionalizarea politicilor de asistentd in perioada 1960—1990, Marea Britanie a
reusit sd-si consolideze profilul de lider global in domeniul dezvoltarii. Aceste transformari au
fost insotite de o profesionalizare a mecanismelor de gestionare a ajutorului extern, de o
separare clard intre obiectivele comerciale si cele de dezvoltare si de o orientare tot mai
accentuata catre reducerea saraciei, promovarea drepturilor omului si sprijinirea guvernantei
democratice.

In perioada contemporani, caracterizati de globalizare, interdependenti si aparitia unor
provocari transnationale precum schimbarile climatice, migratia si inegalitatile economice,
politica britanicd de cooperare a evoluat cédtre un cadru strategic integrat, in care dezvoltarea,
securitatea si diplomatia economicad se sustin reciproc. Marea Britanie a promovat activ
Obiectivele de Dezvoltare ale Mileniului si ulterior Obiectivele de Dezvoltare Durabila,
asumandu-si un rol esential in modelarea discursului global privind sustenabilitatea si echitatea.

Totodata, restructurarea institutionald prin integrarea DFID in cadrul Ministerului de
Externe, Commonwealth si Dezvoltare a urmarit o mai bund coordonare intre politica externa
si cea de dezvoltare, desi aceasta fuziune a generat si dezbateri privind riscul diminudrii
prioritatilor de dezvoltare in favoarea intereselor geopolitice. In ciuda acestor provocari,
angajamentul Marii Britanii fatd de Asistenta Oficiala pentru Dezvoltare si fata de térile
vulnerabile ramane o expresie clard a continuitatii si coerentei sale strategice.

Cooperarea britanica pentru dezvoltare internationala nu reprezintd doar un instrument al
politicii externe, ci si 0 manifestare a unei viziuni globale bazate pe valori si norme democratice,
care contribuie la consolidarea stabilitatii, securitdtii si prosperitatii colective. Prin
adaptabilitatea institutionald si prin capacitatea de a imbina interesele nationale cu obiectivele
globale, Marea Britanie continud sa ofere un model de leadership responsabil si sustenabil in
domeniul dezvoltarii internationale. Astfel, experienta britanicd demonstreaza ca eficienta
cooperdrii pentru dezvoltare internationald nu deriva doar din volumul resurselor alocate, ci din
calitatea institutiilor, consistenta politicilor si forta valorilor care le anima.
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In pofida provocarilor recente generate de restructurarea institutionald si de reorientarea
strategicd a politicii externe, Marea Britanie raméane un actor esential in definirea si
implementarea agendei internationale pentru dezvoltare, demonstrand capacitatea de adaptare
si continuitatea angajamentului sau fatd de o ordine mondiald mai echitabila si sustenabila.

CAPITOL 4. COOPERAREA PENTRU DEZVOLTARE INTERNATIONALA:
STUDIU DE CAZ MAREA BRITANIE SI ROMANIA
— MODELE, TRAIECTORII SI CONVERGENTE

In contextul international contemporan, cooperarea pentru dezvoltare internationald s-a
transformat intr-un instrument strategic fundamental al politicii externe a statelor, reflectand
interdependentele globale si nevoia de solidaritate in fata provocarilor comune. Atat Marea
Britanie, cét si Romania, desi diferite prin istorie, resurse si influenta geopolitica, au dezvoltat
modele proprii de implicare in sprijinirea tarilor in curs de dezvoltare. Prin urmare, acest capitol
urmareste sa evidentieze diferentele de naturd istorica, institutionala si strategica, precum si
punctele de convergenta si complementaritate dintre cele doud modele nationale de cooperare
pentru dezvoltare. Analiza comparativa a acestor traiectorii contribuie la intelegerea modului in
care Marea Britanie si Romania 1si definesc si isi exercitd rolul in arhitectura globala a
dezvoltarii, Intre traditie, transformare si responsabilitate comuna.

CONCLUZII FINALE, PROVOCARI, CONVERGENTE,
PERSPECTIVE VIITOARE

Analiza comparativa a evolutiei cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationala dintre Regatul
Unit al Marii Britanii si Romania evidentiazd doua traiectorii distincte, modelate de contexte
istorice, politice si institutionale diferite, dar convergente in anumite puncte esentiale. intr-un
mediu international dinamic, marcat de transformari geopolitice, economice $i normative
profunde, ambele state si-au construit modele proprii de actiune, influentate de resursele
disponibile, de mostenirea istorica, de prioritatile strategice nationale si de pozitionarea lor in
sistemul global.

Aceastd concluzie isi propune sa sintetizeze principalele directii conturate de cercetare,
prin examinarea evolutiilor institutionale si normative, a tematicilor prioritare si a
mecanismelor de finantare care definesc arhitectura cooperarii pentru dezvoltare in cele doua
state. Totodatd, sunt evidentiate dinamica internd si externa a fiecdrui sistem national, precum
si oportunitatile de dialog, complementaritate si cooperare bilaterald, relevante in contextul mai
amplu al arhitecturii globale a asistentei pentru dezvoltare internationald.

PROVOCARI STRUCTURALE SI IDENTITARE

Ambele state se confruntd cu presiuni interne care pot influenta legitimitatea si eficienta
politicilor de cooperare pentru dezvoltare internationale. In Marea Britanie, dezbaterile publice
privind alocarea fondurilor externe, In contextul constrangerilor economice si al austeritatii
interne, au alimentat un discurs critic asupra oportunitatii si prioritatilor ajutorului international.
In Romania, in schimb, dificultatile provin din nivelul scizut de constientizare publici, din
capacitatea administrativa limitata si dintr-o traditie institutionala incd in formare in domeniul
dezvoltarii internationale.

Totodata, cele doua state pornesc de la fundamente culturale si istorice distincte: Marea
Britanie gestioneaza mostenirea complexa a trecutului sdu colonial si asteptarile persistente ale
fostelor colonii, in timp ce Romania se afld in procesul de construire a propriei identitati si
expertize ca donator emergent. Paradoxal, aceste diferente pot constitui un teren fertil pentru
schimburi de bune practici, transfer de cunostinte si cooperare complementara, mai ales in
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contexte multilaterale si europene, unde experienta britanica si perspectiva est-europeand a
Romaniei se pot completa reciproc.

CONVERGENTE STRATEGICE SI OPORTUNITATI DE COLABORARE

In pofida diferentelor structurale, istorice si institutionale, intre cele doui modele se pot
identifica puncte semnificative de convergenta. Atat Regatul Unit, cat si Romania impartasesc
un angajament comun fatd de principiile fundamentale ale cooperarii internationale — eficienta,
durabilitate, respectarea drepturilor omului si promovarea parteneriatelor echitabile.
Participarea ambelor state la initiative europene si multilaterale, interesul comun pentru
stabilizarea Vecinatatii Estice si implicarea in proiecte umanitare si de reconstructie in regiuni
precum Africa Subsahariand si Orientul Mijlociu ofera o baza solida pentru dezvoltarea unor
parteneriate complementare.

In aceastia perspectivd, Romania poate valorifica experienta institutionald, expertiza
tehnicad si bunele practici ale Marii Britanii pentru consolidarea propriilor capacitati
operationale si de planificare strategicd, in timp ce Marea Britanie poate colabora cu Roméania
in zone de proximitate geopoliticd sau 1n cadrul unor mecanisme europene extinse, unde
avantajele comparative ale ambelor state pot fi integrate intr-un cadru comun de actiune.
Aceastd complementaritate oferd premise pentru o cooperare aprofundatd, capabila sa
contribuie la eficienta globala a politicilor de dezvoltare si la promovarea unei ordini
internationale mai echitabile si sustenabile.

PERSPECTIVE VIITOARE SI RECOMANDARI STRATEGICE

Pe termen mediu si lung, relatia dintre cele doud state in domeniul cooperarii pentru
dezvoltare ar putea evolua 1n directia unor parteneriate tematice (ex. educatie digitala, rezilienta
climaticd), a unor colaborari trilaterale (UK-Romania-stat partener) sau a unor aliante n cadrul
forurilor internationale relevante (OCDE, ONU, UE). Pentru atingerea acestor obiective, sunt
necesare urmatoarele: crearea unui mecanism bilateral de consultare periodica intre agentiile
de dezvoltare ale celor doud state; promovarea schimburilor de experienta institutionald si
formarea personalului implicat in politicile de dezvoltare; sustinerea unor proiecte-pilot
comune in regiuni strategice; precum si incurajarea participdrii societdtii civile si a sectorului
privat la initiativele de cooperare pentru dezvoltare.

Analiza comparativa a evolutiei cooperarii pentru dezvoltare internationala dintre Regatul
Unit al Marii Britanii si Roménia evidentiaza atat diferente de traiectorie institutionald si
resurse, cat si un potential considerabil de complementaritate strategicd in actualul context
global. Avand in vedere convergentele identificate si oportunitatile emergente, se pot formula
urmatoarele directii viitoare de actiune pentru aprofundarea cooperarii bilaterale in domeniul
dezvoltarii internationale, cum ar fi: institutionalizarea unui mecanism bilateral de consultare;
dezvoltarea unor parteneriate tematice; promovarea cooperarii trilaterale; consolidarea
schimbului de expertiza institutionald; implementarea unor proiecte-pilot comune; implicarea
sporita a societdtii civile si a sectorului privat; cresterea vizibilitatii cooperarii bilaterale.

Prin valorificarea acestor directii strategice, Romania si Regatul Unit pot consolida un
parteneriat dinamic si adaptabil, capabil sd contribuie la dezvoltarea unui sistem de cooperare
internationala mai eficient, echitabil si orientat catre rezultate durabile, in beneficiul statelor
partenere si al comunitatii internationale.

In concluzie, aceasta cercetare evidentiazi nu doar diferentele structurale si istorice dintre
cele doua modele, ci si potentialul semnificativ de complementaritate strategica. Intr-o lume
marcatd de interdependente crescande si provocari globale, colaborarea dintre un actor
consacrat si unul emergent poate genera forme inovatoare de interventie, contribuind la
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consolidarea unei cooperari internationale mai eficiente, incluzive si orientate catre rezultate

durabile.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, international development cooperation has emerged as one of the
fundamental dimensions of foreign policy, global governance, and inter-state solidarity. It
reflects not only the international community’s commitments to eradicate poverty and reduce
inequality but also the geopolitical, economic, and cultural interests of donor states. Within an
international environment defined by interdependence, systemic imbalances, and global
challenges - from climate change and migration to pandemics and political instability -
development cooperation has become a strategic instrument through which states build
sustainable partnerships, support democratic transitions, and contribute to collective security.

This field represents one of the most dynamic and multidimensional spheres of
contemporary international relations, situated at the intersection of foreign policy, global
economics, international law, and development theory. In a constantly evolving global
environment - marked by multiple crises ranging from structural inequalities and extreme
poverty to armed conflict, climate change, forced migration, and pandemics - development
cooperation has asserted itself not only as an expression of international solidarity but also as a
strategic mechanism for articulating the interests, values, and identities of states on the global
stage.

The present research, entitled Dimensions of International Development Cooperation:
Case Study of the United Kingdom and Romania, aims to provide a comprehensive and
comparative analysis of this phenomenon, focusing on two European states with distinct
profiles: the United Kingdom, a long-standing donor with a solid tradition in global
development, and Romania, an emerging actor whose engagement has gradually strengthened
following accession to the European Union.

A systematic comparison between these two development cooperation models offers a
complex perspective on how history, institutions, policies, and thematic priorities shape state
commitments in the field of development. At the same time, the analysis highlights the potential
for convergence between states with different experiences, resources, and positions in the
international system. Through this comparative approach, the research seeks to understand how
the United Kingdom and Romania manage international development cooperation, taking into
account historical, political, institutional, and geographical determinants. The main objective is
to achieve an in-depth understanding of each case, to identify good practices, explanatory
factors, and potential transferable models.

This thesis provides a comprehensive perspective on the evolution of the concept of
development cooperation, its normative and ideological foundations, the actors involved, the
instruments employed, and the theoretical frameworks that have shaped this field over the
decades. First, it undertakes an analysis of the general context of international development
cooperation, tracing its historical trajectory from early post-war bilateral aid to the
consolidation of the multilateral system coordinated by international institutions. Initially
driven by the imperatives of reconstruction and the logic of the Cold War, development
assistance gradually evolved into a complex instrument of economic diplomacy, democracy
promotion, and consolidation of the international order.

The origins and evolution of development cooperation are closely linked to the
perceptions of developed states regarding their moral responsibility toward the Global South,
as well as to their geopolitical interests. Today, development cooperation is defined by a
plurality of objectives, from poverty eradication and gender equality to climate action and the
strengthening of the rule of law. The allocation criteria for Official Development Assistance
reflect a balance between recipient countries’ needs, donors’ strategic priorities, and the
institutional efficiency of implementation mechanisms.
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The present research seeks to establish the conceptual, methodological, and normative
foundations necessary for a deeper understanding of international development cooperation. It
offers a solid theoretical framework for analysing how Romania and the United Kingdom have
engaged with this field, in relation to their historical, institutional, and strategic trajectories.

Therefore, the structure of the thesis is designed to highlight both the general aspects and
the specific features of each case:

- Chapter I outlines the theoretical framework of international development cooperation,
analysing its historical origins, defining concepts, principles, objectives, and the main
theoretical paradigms - realist, liberal, constructivist, post-colonial, humanist, and
ecological - that underpin state and institutional policies.

- Chapter II examines the evolution of development cooperation in Romania, from the
communist period - marked by a strong ideological dimension - to the post-communist
era, during which Romania gradually consolidated its role as a donor state within the
European Union. The analysis highlights key stages of this process: the pre-accession
period, the institutionalisation of the field, the adoption of a legislative framework, and
participation in multilateral initiatives, in close connection with the objectives of
sustainable development.

- Chapter III explores the British model of development cooperation, analysing its
transformation from an instrument of post-imperial influence into a sophisticated public
policy, institutionally articulated and adapted to the contemporary global context. It
examines defining stages such as decolonisation, the establishment of the Department for
International Development, multilateral commitments, integration within the global
objectives, and post-Brexit reforms.

- Chapter IV presents a comparative analysis of Romania and the United Kingdom,
focusing on historical foundations, institutional frameworks, thematic and geographical
priorities, levels of financing, and the specific challenges of each model. This section
highlights differences in vision and capacity, as well as possible synergies and good
practices, particularly within European initiatives in the context of contemporary global
transformations.

The research adopts an interdisciplinary approach, combining concepts and methods from
political theory, international relations, development economics, and institutional analysis. The
comparative methodology enables a deeper understanding of the dynamics of development
cooperation and supports the formulation of recommendations aimed at increasing its
efficiency, legitimacy, and coherence in the context of current global transformations.

In a world where interdependence has become a structural reality and international
solidarity a practical necessity, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of an essential
dimension of global policy and of the role of states - regardless of size or level of development
- in building a more equitable, resilient, and sustainable international order.

MOTIVATION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE THESIS

In the contemporary global context - characterized by growing interdependence among
states, recurrent humanitarian crises, persistent structural inequalities, and complex
development needs - international development cooperation has been consolidated as a
fundamental instrument for promoting peace, stability, and sustainable prosperity.

This thesis seeks to analyse the theoretical, historical, and institutional dimensions of
development cooperation through a comparative approach between two European states with
distinct yet complementary profiles: the United Kingdom, a state with a colonial legacy and a
long-standing experience in international assistance, and Romania, an emerging actor within
the European development policy architecture.
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The motivation for this research derives from the need to understand how national models
of development cooperation reflect not only states’ foreign policy objectives, but also their
normative values, geopolitical constraints, and administrative capacities. In this regard, the
British case highlights the transition from a colonial power to a global development partner,
while the Romanian case illustrates the process of post-communist transformation and gradual
integration into the international development system.

The scientific relevance of this research lies in its interdisciplinary and applied nature,
combining the theoretical foundations of international cooperation with a rigorous empirical
analysis of the two national models. The study examines institutional dimensions, geographic
and thematic priorities, as well as financing mechanisms and the evaluation of development
policy impact. Such a perspective is essential for understanding the current dynamics of
international development cooperation and for identifying potential convergences and
opportunities for collaboration, particularly within European and multilateral frameworks.

Beyond its theoretical contribution, this research also possesses significant practical
value, by identifying lessons learned and effective models of action that can be replicated across
different contexts. The findings are relevant both for public policymakers and for non-
governmental actors involved in the implementation of development policies.

The comparative approach also enables a critical assessment of both the common and
specific challenges faced by the two states - from managing the colonial legacy or the absence
of an established tradition, to issues of public legitimacy and budgetary constraints.

Overall, the thesis contributes to the enrichment of the academic literature on international
development cooperation and provides a solid analytical framework for the formulation of
coherent, effective, and context-sensitive foreign policies. Furthermore, the research aligns with
the objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, emphasizing the importance
of concerted action grounded in solidarity, shared responsibility, and institutional efficiency.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE THESIS

The main purpose of this research is to analyse the theoretical, historical, institutional,
and strategic dimensions of international development cooperation through an applied
comparative study of the United Kingdom and Romania - two states with distinct yet
complementary trajectories that are highly relevant for understanding the global architecture of
development assistance. The study seeks to provide an integrated perspective on how
development cooperation is conceptualized, implemented, and adapted within different
historical and geopolitical contexts, with a focus on: theoretical foundations and explanatory
models; historical evolutions of state engagement; current legislative and institutional
frameworks; thematic and geographic priorities; financing mechanisms; as well as the main
challenges and areas of convergence.

Through this approach, the thesis aims to identify relevant lessons and good practices that
can contribute to optimizing development cooperation policies, in line with the contemporary
international agenda and particularly with the Sustainable Development Goals promoted by the
United Nations. The analysis goes beyond the purely theoretical dimension by integrating
institutional, legislative, and budgetary components of development cooperation and by
comparing the thematic and geographic priorities of the two states.

Furthermore, the research examines both the internal and external challenges faced by
each state in implementing development policies, as well as potential areas of convergence and
cooperation between them, in the broader European and global context.
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

The general objective of the research is to conduct a comparative analysis of international
development cooperation in the cases of the United Kingdom and Romania, supported by the
following specific objectives:

- to provide a theoretical analysis of the concept of international development cooperation,
including its origins, typologies, principles, key actors, and explanatory models used in
the specialized literature;

- to identify the indicators and relevant dimensions for assessing the effectiveness of
international development cooperation, with emphasis on criteria used by international
organizations;

- to study the historical and institutional evolution of international development
cooperation in Romania - from the communist period to the present - with a focus on the
post-accession transition to the EU and Romania’s consolidation as an emerging donor
state.

- to conduct a critical analysis of the British model of development cooperation, from the
colonial era through the post-imperial phase to recent policies of sustainability and
globalization;

- to compare the institutional and legislative frameworks of the two states, highlighting the
role of DFID/FCDO in the United Kingdom and MAE—RoAid in Romania, as well as to
analyse the budgets allocated and the geographic and thematic priorities;

- to identify the convergences and divergences between the United Kingdom and Romania
regarding the policies, strategies, and impact of international development cooperation;

- to explore opportunities for bilateral, multilateral, and trilateral collaboration, including
within the EU, the UN, or other organizations, based on areas of complementarity and
transferable good practices;

- to evaluate the impact of both states’ contributions to the global sustainable development
objectives, particularly in the context of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FOUNDATION

A clear conceptual approach to development cooperation is indispensable for a thorough
understanding of the field. Defining the concept involves delimiting it from other forms of
international assistance — such as humanitarian aid or technical cooperation — and clarifying the
main typologies: bilateral, multilateral and trilateral. The fundamental principles — partnership,
efficiency, mutual accountability and sustainability — constitute the normative pillars of global
development policies.

The actors involved are multiple and heterogeneous: national governments, development
agencies, international organisations, NGOs, the private sector and local communities. Each of
them contributes, from its own perspective to the formulation and implementation of
development policies. Cooperation mechanisms cover a wide range of instruments — from
grants and concessional credits to technical assistance, public-private partnerships and expertise
exchange programmes.

However, international development cooperation is marked by a number of structural
challenges, such as power asymmetries between donors and beneficiaries, political
conditionalities, variable efficiency in the use of funds, fragmentation of interventions, lack of
coherence between sectoral policies and the difficulty of measuring the real impact on
sustainable development.

Theoretically, the literature has generated multiple explanatory models for understanding
the reasons, forms and effects of international development cooperation. Its indicators and
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dimensions — social, economic, political and environmental — are deeply interdependent and
reflect the complexity of the sustainable development process. Indicators such as poverty rates,
access to education, gender equality or the efficiency of the use of official development
assistance (ODA) funds are key tools for assessing progress and formulating evidence-based
policies. The analysis of these indicators contributes to strengthening the transparency,
accountability and effectiveness of cooperation policies.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

In order to deepen the comparative dimension, the research formulates a set of
theoretically and empirically grounded questions, meant to guide the critical analysis of the
national development cooperation models of Great Britain and Romania:

1. What are the main features that differentiate the historical trajectories of Great Britain
and Romania in international development cooperation?
2. What are the thematic and geographical priorities of each state and how do they reflect
their external strategies?
What common challenges do the two states face in development policies?
4. What convergences are there between Romania and the United Kingdom in international
development cooperation?
. What kind of bilateral collaborations could the UK and Romania develop in the future?
6. What are the benefits of a close collaboration between Romania and the UK in the field
of international development?
7. What can Romania learn from the UK experience and how can this relationship be
capitalized?

This set of questions aims to stimulate a critical and systematic reflection on the essential
dimensions of development cooperation and to strengthen the analytical skills necessary for the
evaluation of international policies from a comparative perspective. They contribute to shaping
a systemic view of how historical context, geopolitical positioning, thematic priorities and
financial capacities influence the formulation and implementation of development policies.
Overall, these questions facilitate the exploration of the historical, institutional, thematic and
geographical differences between the British and Romanian models, while highlighting points
of synergy, complementarity and collaborative potential. Thus, they constitute an essential
methodological tool for strengthening a rigorous analytical perspective on the global
architecture of international development and on the distinct role that each state plays within it.

(98]

W

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper adopts a qualitative exploratory-comparative approach, based on documentary
analysis and content analysis, with the objective of highlighting the main dimensions of
international development cooperation through a case study applied to Great Britain and
Romania. The choice of these two cases responds to a double motivation: on the one hand, to
capture the continuity and adaptability of a traditional actor with global influence — the UK —
and on the other hand, to analyze the emerging dynamics of a post-communist state in the
process of consolidating its international role — Romania.

The research is based on the documentary analysis of a wide range of primary and
secondary sources, including government strategies, institutional reports, legislative
documents, studies and statistics produced by international organizations (such as OECD, UN,
European Union), as well as relevant literature in the fields of international relations,
development policies and the history of international cooperation. This method allows for an
in-depth understanding of the historical, institutional and geopolitical context of development
cooperation, both at national and international level.
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The comparative case study offers the opportunity to identify the differences and
convergences between the two cooperation models, focusing on major analytical dimensions,
such as: historical developments, institutional and legislative framework, thematic and
geographical priorities, financing mechanisms, as well as geopolitical strategies and
opportunities for collaboration.

Analytical dimensions of the case study:

1. The historical dimension — investigates the foundations and specific trajectories of the
two states in the field of development cooperation: from the colonial legacy of Great
Britain to the stages of isolation, transition and international reintegration of Romania.

2. Institutional and legislative dimension — looks at the administrative architecture and
regulatory framework of development cooperation, by examining specialised agencies
(DFID/FCDO in the UK and RoAid in Romania) as well as related legislation.

3. Thematic and geographical dimension — explores thematic priorities (such as health,
education, governance, gender equality or climate change) and geographical areas of
interest (Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Eastern Neighbourhood, Western Balkans),
highlighting how they reflect the strategic orientations and foreign policy interests of each
state.

4. Financial dimension — compares development cooperation budgets, ODA-to-GDP ratios
and financing mechanisms, analysing budgetary constraints, spending efficiency, as well
as public perceptions of the legitimacy and relevance of the assistance provided.

5. Strategic and geopolitical dimension — assesses the projection of international influence
through development policies, in relation to the membership or collaboration of each state
in international organizations such as the UN, the European Union, the Commonwealth
and the OECD.

6. Convergence and collaboration dimension — identifies commonalities, lessons learned
and opportunities for bilateral and multilateral cooperation, in particular within European,
global or regional initiatives, helping to shape a perspective of synergy and
complementarity.

Through this multidimensional approach, the research goes beyond the simple descriptive
comparison between two national models, providing an integrated analytical vision on the
transformations that redefine the field of international development cooperation in the context
of globalization, recurrent crises and new imperatives associated with sustainability and
international solidarity.

For the comparative analysis, two contrasting case studies were selected, representative
of distinct positions in the international system: Great Britain — a former colonial empire and a
traditional donor with consolidated experience in foreign assistance — and Romania — a post-
communist state and emerging actor in the field of development cooperation.

The content analysis method is applied to the relevant strategic documents, official reports
and political speeches, in order to identify the dominant themes, the values promoted and the
strategic visions regarding the role of each state in the global architecture of development
cooperation. The research also benefits from an interdisciplinary approach, which integrates
perspectives from international relations, political economy, European studies and institutional
analysis. This methodological combination supports a nuanced understanding of the
phenomenon analysed, while contributing to the clarification of the theoretical framework and
to the applied evaluation of concrete development cooperation policies and practices.
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SUMMARY PRESENTATION OF THE THESIS CHAPTERS
DOCTORAL DEGREE

CHAPTER 1: THE GENERAL CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION

Over the course of less than a century, international development cooperation has
undergone a profound transformation, from paternalistic philanthropy and interventions often
subordinated to colonial interests, to an institutionalized system governed by standards,
indicators, and transnational coordination mechanisms. After 1945, institutionalization
accelerated, driven by the experience of European reconstruction, while the formalization of
Official Development Assistance and, later, the aid effectiveness agenda cemented long-term
commitments. Today, the 2030 Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals provide the
strategic architecture of the field, with the European Union as both a principal donor and a
provider of methodological standards.

This trajectory has generated three structural effects. First, a shared grammar of
development emerged - operational definitions and typologies (bilateral, multilateral) - which
facilitate the interoperability of actors. Second, an institutional infrastructure took shape, from
ministries and development agencies to international networks capable of planning, financing,
and evaluating complex programmes. Third, measurement mechanisms became established,
bringing greater transparency and accountability. Yet, progress has not eliminated persistent
structural tensions: power asymmetries between donors and beneficiaries, fragmentation and
overlapping interventions, funding volatility, difficulties in assessing long-term impact, and the
continuing need for policy and programmatic coherence.

Recent crises - the pandemic, intensifying climate risks, and geopolitical and trade shocks
- have acted as stress tests for IDC, revealing the importance of resilience, the need for rapid
programme adaptation, and the value of reciprocal partnerships, as emphasized at Busan.

Against this backdrop of complexity, the effectiveness of development cooperation
depends on the alignment between goals, principles, and instruments. The operational definition
of IDC is increasingly oriented toward capacity building, reduction of dependencies, and
strengthening resilience.

From a theoretical perspective, IDC functions most effectively through what can be
described as disciplined eclecticism, such as:

- Realism explains the strategic use of aid and the limits imposed by power distribution.

- Liberalism highlights how institutions reduce transaction costs and increase
predictability.

- Constructivism sheds light on the role of norms, identities, and legitimacy.

- Post-colonial and dependency theories warn of asymmetries and imposed
conditionalities.

- Modernization theory maps societal transformations but requires contextualization.

- Sustainability paradigms stress balance between economy, society, and environment.

- Global network theory explains polycentric governance and coordination costs.

Thus, no single theory holds an explanatory monopoly, rather, the triangulation of
perspectives enhances both diagnostic quality and the design of development policies and
programmes.

At the methodological level, the matrix linking dimensions and indicators remains the
core tool for informed decision-making. The persistence of statistical gaps and methodological
heterogeneity, together with the risk of limited local contextual understanding, underscores the
need for sustained investment in data infrastructure, methodological harmonization, and
national analytical capacity.
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In this broader framework, international development cooperation between the United
Kingdom and Romania illustrates a process of mutual learning between a mature donor - with
a robust institutional infrastructure and sophisticated instruments - and an emerging actor still
consolidating its strategic role. Looking ahead to the 2030 horizon, the sustainable development
goals remain ambitious yet difficult to achieve in a context of uneven progress, overlapping
crises, and exogenous shocks. Under these conditions, IDC requires strategic prioritization,
institutional innovation, and effective partnerships.

The added value of development cooperation emerges where interventions transcend
project delivery and focus instead on addressing structural problems. Achieving these goals
demands institutional discipline, continuous investment in data and analytical capabilities,
resilience to short-term geopolitical pressures, and above all, trust - in partners, in shared rules,
and in the cumulative power of learning.

Only under these conditions can the global architecture of development cooperation, built
after 1945, truly fulfil its purpose: achieving the sustainable transformation of societies in the
spirit of human dignity, equity, and shared responsibility for the common future.

CHAPTER 2. ROMANIA AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION: FROM IDEOLOGICAL ISOLATION TO A STRATEGIC ROLE
WITHIN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Romania has a relatively recent history in the field of international development
cooperation, yet the origins of its involvement can be traced back to the communist period, later
consolidated through commitments undertaken following its accession to the European Union.
Over the past decades, this domain has undergone a profound transformation, evolving from
sporadic and selective forms of assistance toward a more coherent and strategic policy, aligned
with international standards and principles.

During the communist era, Romania participated in international cooperation within a
specific ideological framework, providing support to developing countries in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America. Assistance was primarily focused on infrastructure projects, education, and
professional training, being strongly influenced by geopolitical considerations. These initiatives
sought to strengthen bilateral relations with non-aligned states or ideologically close regimes,
thereby extending Romania’s sphere of influence within the context of the Cold War.

After 1989, with the transition to democracy and a market economy, Romania’s
involvement in development cooperation diminished significantly. Internal priorities related to
political reform, economic recovery, and budgetary constraints led to a temporary withdrawal
from major international initiatives. However, during the 1990s, the gradual process of Euro-
Atlantic integration began to shape Romania’s approach to international cooperation, paving
the way for its repositioning as an emerging donor.

A landmark moment in this evolution was Romania’s accession to the European Union in
2007, marking the transition from beneficiary to emerging donor status. As an EU Member
State, Romania assumed the responsibility of actively contributing to European development
cooperation policies, participating in global efforts to combat poverty and promote sustainable
development. To this end, an institutional and legislative framework dedicated to the
management of Official Development Assistance was established, with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs as the main coordinator of national policies in this field. Romania began contributing to
EU development funds and initiating bilateral projects in partner countries, in line with both
national and European priorities.

Thus, international development cooperation has become a strategic component of
Romania’s foreign policy, reflecting the country’s transition from beneficiary to emerging
donor. Despite modest financial allocations and persistent institutional challenges, progress in
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strengthening the legal framework, defining priorities, and professionalizing implementation
mechanisms indicates a steady evolution.

By capitalizing on its own transition experience and through active participation in
European and multilateral initiatives, Romania can strengthen its role as a credible and
responsible partner within the global development architecture. In this sense, development
cooperation represents not only a political and moral obligation, but also a strategic opportunity
for international affirmation and for contributing to the construction of a more equitable,
solidary, and sustainable world order.

The evolution of Romania’s international development cooperation reflects not only the
country’s internal transformation but also its growing commitment to the principles of
international solidarity, aid effectiveness, and sustainable development. Romania thus emerges
as an active and evolving actor within the global architecture of development cooperation,
engaged in a continuous process of professionalization and alignment with European and
international standards.

CHAPTER 3. THE HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM’S
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

The evolution of the United Kingdom’s international development cooperation reflects a
profound transition - from the imperial logic of dominance to a modern vision based on
equitable partnerships, global responsibility, and international solidarity. Through the
institutionalization of development policies, consistent financial commitments, and active
participation in multilateral initiatives, the United Kingdom has consolidated its status as a
global leader and promoter of democratic values, human rights, and sustainable development
goals.

Thus, it can be stated that the historical trajectory of British development cooperation
represents a complex transition from a post-colonial policy framework to a sophisticated model
of global partnership, founded on the principles of sustainability, equity, and accountability.
This historical path illustrates the gradual transformation of asymmetric power relations into a
system of cooperation grounded in equal partnerships, multilateral norms, and shared
commitments to sustainable development.

From the institutionalization of aid policies between 1960 and 1990, the United Kingdom
succeeded in consolidating its profile as a global leader in the field of development. These
transformations were accompanied by the professionalization of aid management mechanisms,
a clear separation between commercial and development objectives, and an increasing focus on
poverty reduction, promotion of human rights, and support for democratic governance.

In the contemporary period, characterized by globalization, interdependence, and the
emergence of transnational challenges such as climate change, migration, and economic
inequalities, British development policy has evolved into an integrated strategic framework in
which development, security, and economic diplomacy mutually reinforce each other. The
United Kingdom has actively promoted both the Millennium Development Goals and the
Sustainable Development Goals, assuming a key role in shaping the global discourse on
sustainability and equity.

At the institutional level, the restructuring process that merged the Department for
International Development into the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office sought
to achieve better coordination between foreign policy and development policy, although this
integration also generated debates over the potential dilution of development priorities in favor
of geopolitical interests. Despite these challenges, the United Kingdom’s commitment to
Official Development Assistance and to supporting vulnerable countries remains a clear
expression of strategic continuity and coherence.
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British international development cooperation thus represents not merely a foreign policy
instrument, but also the embodiment of a global vision grounded in democratic values and
norms, contributing to the consolidation of collective stability, security, and prosperity. Through
its institutional adaptability and capacity to align national interests with global objectives, the
United Kingdom continues to provide a model of responsible and sustainable leadership in the
field of international development.

The British experience demonstrates that the effectiveness of development cooperation
does not stem solely from the volume of resources allocated, but from the quality of institutions,
the consistency of policies, and the strength of the values that underpin them.

Despite the recent challenges arising from institutional restructuring and the strategic
reorientation of foreign policy, the United Kingdom remains a key actor in defining and
implementing the international development agenda, demonstrating both adaptability and
continuity in its commitment to building a more equitable and sustainable global order.

CHAPTER 4. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION: CASE STUDY
—THE UNITED KINGDOM AND ROMANIA: MODELS, TRAJECTORIES, AND
CONVERGENCES

In the contemporary international context, international development cooperation has
become a strategic instrument of foreign policy, reflecting global interdependencies and the
need for solidarity in addressing shared challenges. Both the United Kingdom and Romania,
though differing in history, resources, and geopolitical influence, have developed distinct
models of engagement in supporting developing countries.

This chapter seeks to highlight the historical, institutional, and strategic differences
between the two national models of development cooperation, as well as their points of
convergence and complementarity. The comparative analysis of these trajectories contributes
to a deeper understanding of how the United Kingdom and Romania define and exercise their
roles within the global development architecture, balancing tradition, transformation, and
shared responsibility.

FINAL CONCLUSIONS, CHALLENGES, CONVERGENCES,
AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

The comparative analysis of the evolution of international development cooperation
between the United Kingdom and Romania reveals two distinct trajectories, shaped by different
historical, political, and institutional contexts, yet converging at several essential points. In a
dynamic international environment marked by profound geopolitical, economic, and normative
transformations, both states have developed their own models of action, influenced by available
resources, historical legacies, strategic national priorities, and their positioning within the
global system.

This concluding section synthesizes the main findings of the research, examining the
institutional and normative developments, priority themes, and funding mechanisms that define
the architecture of development cooperation in both countries. It also highlights the internal and
external dynamics of each national system, along with the opportunities for dialogue,
complementarity, and bilateral cooperation that are increasingly relevant within the broader
framework of international development assistance.

STRUCTURAL AND IDENTITY CHALLENGES

Both states face domestic pressures that can affect the legitimacy and effectiveness of
their development cooperation policies. In the United Kingdom, public debates surrounding the
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allocation of external funds, especially amid economic constraints and domestic austerity, have
fueled criticism regarding the relevance and priorities of foreign aid. In Romania, by contrast,
challenges stem from low public awareness, limited administrative capacity, and a nascent
institutional tradition in the field of international development.

At the same time, the two states start from distinct cultural and historical foundations:
Britain is managing the complex legacy of its colonial past and the lingering expectations of
former colonies, while Romania is in the process of building its own identity and expertise as
an emerging donor. Paradoxically, these differences can constitute fertile ground for exchanges
of best practices, knowledge transfer and complementary cooperation, especially in multilateral
and European contexts, where the British experience and Romania's Eastern European
perspective can complement each other.

STRATEGIC CONVERGENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION

Despite their structural, historical, and institutional differences, there are significant
points of convergence between the two models. Both the United Kingdom and Romania share
a strong commitment to the fundamental principles of international cooperation - efficiency,
sustainability, respect for human rights, and equitable partnerships. Their joint participation in
European and multilateral initiatives, shared interest in stabilizing the Eastern Neighbourhood,
and involvement in humanitarian and reconstruction projects in regions such as Sub-Saharan
Africa and the Middle East provide a solid foundation for the development of complementary
partnerships.

In this regard, Romania can benefit from the institutional experience, technical expertise,
and best practices of the United Kingdom to strengthen its own operational and strategic
planning capacities. Conversely, the United Kingdom can collaborate with Romania in
geopolitical areas of proximity or within broader European frameworks, where the comparative
advantages of both states can be integrated into a shared platform for action.
Such complementarity provides a strong basis for deeper cooperation, contributing to greater
efficiency in global development policies and promoting a more equitable and sustainable
international order.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES AND STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS

In the medium and long term, the relationship between the two states in the field of
development cooperation could evolve towards thematic partnerships (e.g. digital education,
climate resilience), trilateral collaborations (UK-Romania-partner state) or alliances within
relevant international forums (OECD, UN, EU). To achieve these objectives, the following are
necessary: the creation of a bilateral mechanism for periodic consultation between the
development agencies of the two states; promoting exchanges of institutional experience and
training of staff involved in development policies; supporting joint pilot projects in strategic
regions; and encouraging the participation of civil society and the private sector in development
cooperation initiatives.

The comparative analysis of the evolution of international development cooperation
between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Romania highlights both differences in
institutional trajectory and resources, as well as a considerable potential for strategic
complementarity in the current global context. In view of the identified convergences and
emerging opportunities, the following future directions of action can be formulated to deepen
bilateral cooperation in the field of international development, such as: institutionalizing a
bilateral consultation mechanism; developing thematic partnerships; promoting trilateral
cooperation; strengthening the exchange of institutional expertise; the implementation of joint
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pilot projects; increased involvement of civil society and the private sector; increasing the
visibility of bilateral cooperation.

By capitalizing on these strategic directions, Romania and the United Kingdom can
strengthen a dynamic and adaptable partnership, capable of contributing to the development of
a more efficient, equitable and results-oriented international cooperation system, for the benefit
of partner states and the international community.

In conclusion, this research highlights not only the structural and historical differences
between the two models, but also the significant potential for strategic complementarity. In a
world marked by growing interdependencies and global challenges, collaboration between an
established and an emerging actor can generate innovative forms of intervention, helping to
strengthen more effective, inclusive and results-oriented international cooperation.
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